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VIRGINIA SOCCER PLAYER RETURNS FROM RIO WITH GOLD MEDAL  
 

“It truly was an honor to play for team USA.” – Kevin Mulholland 

 
10 May 2014 – Chesapeake, VA: Team 

USA team won first place at the COPA 

AMÉRICAS 2014 powered wheelchair soccer 

(“powersoccer”) tournament in Rio de 

Janeiro, Brazil on 4 May.   

Virginia’s own Kevin Mulholland (age 

27) of Chesapeake 

returned home with a 

gold medal after 

scoring 7 goals: 1 

each against Brazil, 

Australia and 

Canada, and an 

astonishing four 

against Argentina.  

The only team he did 

not score against 

was Uruguay. 

Kevin said that, 

“It truly was an 

honor to play for 

Team USA and to play 

with JC Russo, 

Natalie Russo, Lexi 

Heer, Ben Carpenter 

and Ed McGuire and 

to play for coaches 

Chris Finn and 

Dominic Russo.” 

Kevin is also 

grateful for his 

sponsors including 

MK Battery who 

sponsored the entire 

US team, the 

Challenged Athlete Fund (CAF) who 

provide a substantial donation to 

Kevin’s personal expenses, and his many 

friends and family who contributed to 

his fund-raising efforts. 

Kevin was accompanied to Rio by his 

friend and personal aide, Luke Leseberg 

(25) of Norfolk and his father, Chris 

Mulholland (56) who is a USSF emeritus 

National Referee. 

The team came from across the 

country: JC Russo (24) from Texas who 

has won 2 World Cups as the US 

goaltender; Lexi Heer (17) from 

Indianapolis, IN who was a member of 

the Junior World Cup winning team and 

was US player of the year in 2006; Ed 

McGuire (29) of Minnesota who was a 

member of the very first US National 

Team in 2005 and helped develop the 

Strike Force, a wheelchair specifically 

designed to play at the highest levels 

of power soccer; Natalie Russo (25) 

from Indianapolis 

who has won several 

US national 

championships with 

two different club 

teams, the Circle 

City Rollers and RHI 

Sudden Impact; and 

Ben Carpenter (19) 

of Orlando, Florida, 

who was the 2012 

runner-up for Sports 

Illustrated’s 

disabled athlete of 

the year. 

The team was 

coached by Chris 

Finn from Berkeley, 

California.  Chris, 

a wheelchair athlete 

himself, who has 

coached the US to 

two World Cups 

(Tokyo 2007, Paris 

2011) and one Junior 

World Cup (Paris 

2012).  He was 

assisted by Dominic 

Russo (56) who also 

helped at the World Cups and is the 

current president of the US Power 

Soccer Association (USPSA). 

The 3 day COPA (also known as the I 

Mundialito de Powersoccer in Portugese) 

consisted of three phases: two 

preliminary days where players were 

classified, teams practiced, and 

scrimmages were organized.  On Friday, 

2 May, the opening ceremony was held 

which was then followed by 2 days of 

group play where every team played 

every other team.  On the third day, a 

knock-out stage was held consisting of 

two semi-finals followed by third place 

and championship matches. 

 
Kevin Mulholland with his Gold 

Medal 
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Zico (right) kicking off the ball with Brazil team 

captain, Darci Junior 

 
A view within the Team USA ‘huddle” 

The opening ceremony of the COPA on 

Friday, 2 May, featured an appearance 

and ceremonial kick-off by Arthur 

“Zico” Antunes, former captain of the 

Brazilian national team, considered one 

of the most skilled finishers and one 

of the best passers 

ever, and possibly 

the world's best 

player of the late 

70's and early 

80's. 

The tournament 

began with a match 

between perennial 

rivals Brazil and 

Argentina where the 

raucous fans were 

so loud that the 

referee’s whistle 

was nearly 

indistinct.  It 

felt like the match 

was being played in 

Maracanã, Brazil’s 

historic and most 

iconic soccer 

stadium.  Brazil 

won 5-3 but only 

after Argentina 

tied a 2-0 lead 

which made for an 

exciting second half of play. 

Team USA began the tournament with 

an opening match against Canada, the 

most experienced of all the teams in 

the tournament in 

international play.  

From the opening 

kickoff, the US 

flexed their 

offensive muscles 

and created many 

goal-scoring 

opportunities 

during the first 

half.  The second 

half was quite a 

completely 

different story 

with Team Canada on 

an offensive surge 

that led to only 

the third score 

against the US by a 

national team since 

2007.  However, the 

match was largely 

decided in the 

first half when the 

US scored 5 goals 

and featured a 

strong offensive system that was too 

much to overcome. The final score was 

US 6-1 Canada. 
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Natalie Russo (lt) getting ready to take a shot 

at the Brazilian goal.  Darci Junior (#9) 

defends. 

 
Kevin Mulholland (#3) taking a shot on goal 

against Argentina in a scrimmage. 

The second match for Team USA was 

against the host team, Brazil.  The US 

started out strong and fast, scoring 10 

goals in the first half and never 

letting off the gas pedal.  In the 

second half, the Brazilians tightened 

up their defense and did not 

allow another goal.  Although 

young and inexperienced, the 

South American team 

consistently improved 

throughout the tournament and 

will be a force to reckon with 

in the future.   

The final match of the first 

day was against Uruguay where 

years of experience and 

superior equipment made the US 

the obvious favorite.  Almost 

every goal came with an assist 

and the young team from Uruguay 

simply had not seen this type 

of passing attack before. That 

being said, considering the 

amount of shots taken at them 

and considering that a vast 

majority of the game was played 

in their defensive zone, the 

Uruguayans fought hard and made 

a substantial number of stops.  

The US won this match 10-0.   

The second day began with a match 

against Australia, another experienced 

team who competed at the 2011 World Cup 

and won the Asia Pacific Oceania Zone 

(APO) Cup in 2013.  It turned out to be 

a great match with the Aussies getting 

into the passing lanes and disrupting 

the US’ attacks.  The Poweroos had come 

to play and frustrated Team USA with 

their ferocious defense.  Finally, the 

US broke the game open with a 

surprisingly long shot on goal which 

scored.  But the Aussies came right 

back and became only the fourth country 

to score on the US since ’07.  At 

halftime the score was 2-1 for the US.  

The second half featured a change of 

formation by the US when they brought 

their goalkeeper up as a 4th attacker.  

This resulted in two more goals before 

the end of the match.  The US 

was pushed harder than they had 

been by any other team in this 

tournament and they were 

thankful for the win since 

Australia had played a great 

game. 

The last group play match for 

the US was against another young 

South American team, Argentina.  

The US continued their high-

pressure offense, using accurate 

passing and well-designed set 

plays to open up the field of 

play and create many shots on 

goal.  The US score 5 goals in 

the first half and 6 in the 

second.  The Argentinean coach 

admitted afterwards that his 

players had learned a lot in 

playing international 

competition, especially against 

the number one team in the world. 

 At the conclusion of group play, 

the standings were: 1) US, 2) Canada, 
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TEAM USA in Rio de Janeiro, 4 May 2014, from left, E.McGuire, K.Mulholland, 

B.Carpenter, N.Russo, L.Heer, and JC Russo. 

In back, coaches C.Finn and D.Russo 

3) Australia, and 4) Brazil.  Team USA 

opened the semis by playing against 

Brazil for the second time and 

adrenaline was running high. This time 

around the home team had gained 

valuable experience and played a lot 

tougher. They got into the passing 

lanes and got in some hard hits to show 

Team USA that they were not backing 

down.  Four defensive mistakes led to 

easy goals for the US, which led 4-0 at 

the end of the first half.  The overall 

experience of Team USA overpowered 

Brazil in the second half. Their strong 

offensive attack and intense defense 

allowed them to control the entire 

second half. They scored five goals in 

the half while allowing no goals 

themselves. 

This is still an inexperienced 

Brazil team that is trying to get 

adjusted to this game. They showed that 

they have the potential to be great in 

the near future. The most impressive 

thing about this team is that they 

don't back down from anyone. 

In the other semi-final, Australia 

came from behind to defeat Canada in a 

hard fought match, 4-3. 

The third place match was an amazing 

coming-out for a rising team, the 

Brazilians.  They managed to play the 

experienced Canadians to a 2-2 tie 

through regulation and two subsequent 

overtime periods.  However, their 

inexperience in managing the shots from 

the penalty mark caused them to lose 3-

2 when two of their players played the 

ball directly to the Canadian 

goalkeeper.  But the fans were jubilant 

and an impromptu parade of fans and 

players marched around the field 

blowing horns, banging drums and flying 

flags.  It was a joyous event for all 

who saw it. 

The final now featured a rematch 

between the US and the team which 

played them the hardest during group 

play, the Australians.  Australia 

started the match with a strong 

offensive surge, having a couple of set 

plays on the US’s defensive side of the 

court. However, Team USA’s defense was 

too much for the Australian offense to 

handle and their surge was ended 

quickly. The American defense 

translated to a very smooth offensive 

attack that the Australian National 

team could not withstand. The US 

offense caused Australia to stretch out 

on defense and commit many mistakes. 

America capitalized on these miscues by 

creating them into shots on goal and 

set plays. Eventually, this combination 
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COPA AMÉRICAS 2014 Opening Ceremonies, 2 May 2014 

of shots on goal and set plays created 

a three-goal lead for the US at the end 

of the first half. 

The second half of play continued to 

occur in the same fashion as the first. 

Team USA’s offense controlled the 

entire half and Australia committed 

miscues repeatedly. The focus points of 

this American offense are strong 

accurate passing, great execution of 

set plays, and complete control of the 

possession battle. This was the main 

theme of not only this match but also 

the entire three-day competition for 

the United States. In the process, Team 

USA added three more goals to their 

lead. 

When the match was over, the US was 

on top 6-0 and claimed the title as 

champions. The offense of America was 

the deciding factor for all their 

successes in this tournament. Out of 

all the statistics that Team USA put 

up, the most incredible feat is how the 

US defense only allowed two goals 

during this competition. The result of 

this tournament shows that America is 

the powerhouse of power soccer in the 

world.  

The US players had a wonderful time 

in Rio, renewing old acquaintances and 

making brand new ones.  The teams of 

Brazil, Uruguay and Argentina now know 

what they have to do to reach the level 

of play currently occupied by the US.  

They are young, hungry and will be 

forces to reckon with in the future. 

Videos of all the matches are 

available at 

http://new.livestream.com/powersoccershop/c

opa-america-2014 and 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=tccigjRvK_o. 

Power soccer is the first – and only 

- competitive team sport designed and 

developed specifically for power 

wheelchair users and is very similar to 

futsal. This action-packed team sport 

combines the skill of the wheelchair 

user with the speed and power of the 

chair itself, to participate in an 

extremely 

challenging game.  

Participants include 

people with 

quadriplegia, 

muscular dystrophy, 

multiple sclerosis, 

cerebral palsy, head 

trauma, stroke, and 

other disabilities. 

The sport has been 

played in various 

parts of the globe 

for more than 30 

years. It is a team 

sport played by 

individuals of both 

sexes and all ages 

on a regulation 

basketball court.  

Two teams of 4 players attack, defend, 

and maneuver an oversized soccer ball 

in an attempt to score goals. Power 

Soccer offers individuals in power 

chairs the freedom to play and achieve 

independent success; it also improves 

their self-esteem and provides them an 

opportunity for full inclusion in their 

communities. It is an inspiring sport 

where everyone can watch and learn how 

individuals with even the severest 

physical challenges can participate and 

play in a competitive sport. 

http://new.livestream.com/powersoccershop/copa-america-2014
http://new.livestream.com/powersoccershop/copa-america-2014
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tccigjRvK_o
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Team USA fan Luke Leseberg of Norfolk, VA 

in Rio. 

 
Father and son Mulhollands at COPA 

AMÉRICAS 2014 in Rio de Janeiro 

Kevin is a founding member of the 

Virginia Power Soccer Association 

(VPSA) and the Tidewater Piranhas Power 

Soccer Club. He has been elected team 

captain every year since the team 

was formed in 2006.  In 2007, the 

team finished second at the USPSA 

Nationals where Kevin won the 

“Golden Guard” for scoring the most 

goals in the tournament.  Through 

power soccer, Kevin has traveled to 

Tokyo and Rio, as well as all over 

the US, playing power soccer, 

teaching the game, and mentoring 

younger players.  He has given 

presentations to numerous 

organizations including the Rotary 

Club, TOP Soccer, Muscular 

Dystrophy Association summer camps, 

the Virginia Firefighters’ Union, 

Virginia’s Rainbow Games, and the 

MDA telethon. 

USPSA is an affiliate member of 

both the US Soccer Federation 

(USSF) and the Federation 

Internationale de Powerchair Football 

Associations (FIPFA). 

VPSA is a non-profit 501(c)(3) 

organization with the mission to 

develop, support, encourage, and foster 

the participation of Virginia’s power 

wheelchair athletes in the competitive 

sport of power soccer. You can read 

more information about VPSA and the 

game of power soccer at 

www.freewebs.com/vapowersoccer or 

contact VPSA at vapowersoccer@cox.net. 

 

(Thanks also to Allen Caldwell, Sifat Baig, 

Zak Schmoll, of USPSA News 

(www.powersoccerteamusa.net/news) who 

helped contribute to this column.) 

 

 

http://www.powersoccerteamusa.net/news

